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Delivering Architects Declare 
What’s your first action?



Building construction, operation and maintenance 

contribute heavily to global emissions. 

Architects Declare sets out an industry solution. Eight 

Associates has condensed this into the following:
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Realistic, medium steps are needed, however, we 

need to take action now.



The UK has committed to be net-zero by 2050. 

The London Plan provides a solid framework for achieving zero 
carbon; minimum 10-15% improvement from fabric and minimum 
of 35-50% improvement through addition of renewables.  

Existing buildings are key to achieving Net Zero; the existing stock 
should aim to achieve an 80% reduction in energy consumption 
and CO2. Heritage and space-constrained buildings should be 
allowed some fabric exceptions. 

Futureproofing for alternative fuels such as hydrogen needs to be 
considered for all schemes using gas to allow future transition.

Grid decarbonisation is driving technology selection; heat pumps 
are becoming more beneficial and boilers are less beneficial, CHP 
is now a carbon liability. 

Energy



Life Cycle Assessment (LCA)

Increasing energy efficiency standards and the implementation of Zero 

Carbon targets makes embodied CO2 emissions even more significant. 

Residential buildings have no LCA drivers, unlike non-domestic which 

have BREEAM requirements, design teams need to start driving a 

culture of all LCA, including residential schemes, at early design 

stages.

It is not uncommon to find sustainability measures merely trading CO2 

between life stages, hence a Life Cycle Assessment is essential to 

ensure the scheme is reducing its total life CO2 emissions. 

Rules of thumb are useful for a first-pass at CO2 reductions but each 

scheme must be looked at on a case by case basis as the trade-offs 

can vary. 

Opportunities exist to reduce CO2 on all schemes, some can be cost 

neutral, some will inevitably have cost implications. 

Advancements in material technology and the use of materials that 

have a ’circular economy’ credentials, may help to reduce the Global 

Warming Impact. Designers and specifiers can help contribute to 

culture-change in the industry by requesting materials credentials from 

suppliers and manufacturers as a matter of course.



There has been no let-up of net loss of nature in the UK with wildlife 
undergoing a rapid change; 53% of species show significant changes in 
species abundance.

Key pressures are; Urbanisation, Climate Change, invasive/ non-native 
species and change of land management.

We need to prioritise green infrastructure, which needs to be integral (not 
‘bolt-on’), strategically planned, and include a broad range of high-quality 
spaces. Green infrastructure, as well as increasing biodiversity, also 
provides social and economic benefits such as increasing property and 
land values, and people’s productivity and creativity.

Connectivity between areas of wildlife value and green infrastructure is 
highly important, which is why we think outside the site boundary to create 
synergies and maximum biodiversity gain. 

Biodiversity is regenerative and can come from green roofs, green walls, 
street trees, pocket parks, SuDS features, artificial nesting and roosting 
spaces, planters and art installations. The possibilities are limitless.

The right metrics such as Biodiversity Net Gain, Urban Greening Factor 
and BREEAM will quantify enhancements and showcase a scheme for 
planning approval. 

With good ecological knowledge of the site and early involvement, 
enhancement is possible on every site.

Biodiversity



Post Occupancy Evaluation (POE) puts people at the centre of the 
building performance by assessing all areas of occupant wellbeing. 

POE should provide a robust method for the verification and 
monitoring of a successful project. 

Quantitative and qualitative measures are necessary; hard data such 
as energy, temperature and air pollutants provide the scientific 
underpinning for functionality, while subjective information such as 
user experience is captured by using well-designed engagement 
techniques.

POE provides a unique opportunity to showcase a scheme’s success, 
knowledge-share across projects and greatly enhance productivity for 
the builder user.

Post Occupancy Evaluation (POE)
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We will be running further workshops, presentations and events 

throughout the year in both London and Bristol, invitations will 

be made via our mailing list. 

We’d love to hear how your actions and next steps are 

progressing. 

Please get in touch if you would like: 

• a tailored presentation for your practice to explore the 

themes in more detail

• to arrange a meeting to create a Declare Roadmap for your 

practice for implementing the pledge

We look forward to talking further.

Stacey, Chris, Emma
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Your ‘first actions’ from the event: 
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