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The power of green space  

Adding human, environmental and financial value to buildings 



The power of green space  

Green space in urban environments provides social, economic and 

sustainability benefits. There are now many studies that quantify these 

benefits to health and wellbeing, biodiversity, carbon sequestration, 

cost reduction and in added financial value terms.  

 

The economic factors range from increased private investment levels 

due to the quality of area and ability to lever funding, through to higher 

business productivity and improved staff attraction and retention.  

 

The social benefits of access to green space are also wide ranging; 

physical health and wellbeing from exercise and relaxation, improved 

mental health and happiness through connection with nature, with a 

community benefit of visual and physical amenity for local people and 

visitors.   

 

The provision of habitat, short to medium term carbon sequestration, 

flood alleviation and water management, reduction of the urban heat 

island effect, pollution amelioration and cleaning of air are just some 

of the sustainability benefits. 

 

With so many possible benefits on offer, it seems intuitive that every 

project would include an early stage assessment of how to maximise 

green space potential. �7�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���U�D�Q�J�H���I�U�R�P���µ�K�X�P�D�Q��
�I�D�F�W�R�U�V�¶���V�X�F�K���D�V���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���O�H�L�V�X�U�H���D�U�H�D�V���I�R�U���D�O�O��
age ranges, to building performance and ecological considerations. 

However, this is not always the case. Eight Associates is sharing its 

expertise and highlighting a few of the biodiversity elements to 

consider, to create a well considered design which will ensure wide-

ranging benefits with long lasting impact. 

 

 

  


