
Better Bankside 
Ecology Toolkit 
Getting involved with greening our urban environment 



What is the 
Bankside 
Urban 
Forest? 

 Bankside Urban Forest works to improve the streets and 
spaces between the riverside and Elephant and Castle, 
regeneration the borough into a greener place 

 

 Our aim is to make Bankside a better place to live, work and 
visit by enhancing public areas, imagining the streets as an 
urban forest rather than an urban park 

 

 Large scale projects such as improving wide open spaces are 
complimented by small scale community focused projects 
which engage a number of organisations across the Bankside 
area 



Bankside 
Urban Forest 
Projects 

Constructing living walls 

Regenerating urban areas Creating new habitats for wildlife 

Brightening up the borough 



The benefits 
of becoming 
involved with 
Bankside 
Urban Forest 

 Aesthetics- the patches of green scattered around bankside 
help brighten up the grey of the city buildings and roads- 
when the Bankside flower boxes are in bloom, it’s clear that 
the flowers make the area much more attractive. 

 

 Well-being- recent studies have shown that urban green 
spaces are good for peoples well-being, having a sustained 
positive effect on their lives. The greening of Bankside areas 
will lead to a happier, healthier borough. 

 

 Help out our urban wildlife- although it may not be 
immediately obvious, the city is full of species that live in this 
urban environment. However, due to loss of habitat a number 
of birds, insects and mammals have seen declines in the 
urban environment; action is needed to save them. 



What can you 
do to get 
involved? 



Making bird 
and bat 
boxes 

 Constructing and putting up bird and bat 
boxes is a great way to create habitat for 
these species whose numbers are in 
decline across the city 

 A guide to building bird boxes can be 
found on the RSPB website, giving 
dimensions and easy to follow 
instructions 

 http://www.rspb.org.uk/makeahomeforwil
dlife/advice/helpingbirds/nestboxes/small
birds/making.aspx 

 A guide to building a variety of bat box 
designs can also be found on the Bat 
Conservation Trust’s website 

 http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/bat_boxes.
html#Making your own 



Putting up 
and 
maintaining 
your boxes 

 A bird box can be put up on any wall or tree, 
between 1-3m from the ground. There 
should preferably be in a sheltered place 
with a clear flight path in front of the box. 
The box should tilted down slightly to 
prevent rain from entering it. Box installation 
is best carried out in autumn, and should be 
cleaned with hot water every October  

 A bat box is best put up on a south facing 
wall, again with a clutter free area in front of 
the box to aid flight into it. The box should 
be placed at least 4m off above, as close to 
the eaves of the building if appropriate. Bat 
boxes need no maintenance. 



Monitoring 
your boxes 

 Be patient! It can sometimes take a few years for birds 
and bats to find the box and occupy it 

 Bird boxes are relatively easy to monitor, as the 
inhabitants will be flying in and out during the day to find 
nest material and food 

 A small webcam can be installed in some boxes, allowing 
a live feed of activity to be seen- it can be great for an 
office to track the progress of a bird family! 

 Bat boxes should not be disturbed, but droppings on the 
landing area, stains on the box and chittering noises from 
box on warm evenings are signs of occupations.  



What birds can 
you expect to 
see? 

Blue tits  

Great tits 

Robins 

House sparrows 



Birds of 
Bankside 

 In 2010 Bankside Urban Forest undertook the Birds of 
Bankside project, involving putting up ready-made habitats for 
birds across the area to replace habitats lost by the removal 
of trees in the area 

 The project was a great success, with many of the bird boxes 
taken up by small birds. Local bird experts gave walks and 
talks to inform the public about the project and the birds that 
are now living in the boxes 



Guerilla 
gardening 

 Have you got a tree embedded in the pavement outside your 
office with open soil? Or a patch of bare land nearby Brighten 
up your pavement with flowers and grasses! 

 As well as making your external office area more attractive, it 
will provide a valuable nectar source for pollinators such as 
butterflies and bees. 

 Maintaining an office garden area can bring a sense of 
community to a business as members all contribute to its 
watering, weeding and upkeep 

 A patch of land can even be used as an allotment area for 
communal food to be grown on, so you can really reap the 
benefits of growing plants there! 



Examples of 
guerilla 
gardening in 
Bankside 



Creating and 
maintaining 
pavement 
patches 

 Bankside Urban Forest can help gain permission and provide 
advice on starting up your own pavement patch 

  With carefully selected plant species, little maintenance is 
needed on flowerbeds – only watering in dry periods and the 
occasional weed and feed is required 

 After a few weeks, the seeds will grow and the plants will 
flourish, creating a green space to be proud of for all 
members of the Bankside to enjoy 



Look out for 
different bee 
species on 
your 
pavement 
patch! 

Red-tailed bumblebee  

Cuckoo bumblebee  Common carder bee 

White-tailed bumblebee 



Rain Garden 

 A rain garden is a planted surface depression that takes 
advantage of rainfall runoff. It is an example of a sustainable 
urban drainage system. 

 Rain gardens can help reduce the amount of flooding on 
streets and pavements, allowing plants to soak up excess 
rain water runoff 

 They can be easily installed on pavements where the ground 
is slightly lower than the rest, either in the middle of the 
walkway or up against a building 

 They can be filled with a range of attractive flowering plants 
which soak up the rainwater and provide a nectar source for 
urban insects such as bees, beetles and butterflies 



Rain gardens 
in Bankside 

Rain gardens can be found 

on Warden’s Grove and 

Ewer Street 



Good plant 
species for 
pavement 
patches and 
rain gardens 

 Red valerian Centranthus ruber 

 Autumn joy Sedum herbstfreude 

 Catmint Nepata faasseenii 

 Lavender Lavendula hidcote 

 Geranium rozanne Geranium rozanne 

 Montbretia lucifer Montbretia lucifer 

 Royal fern Osmunda regalis 

 Common dogwood Cornus sanguinea 

 Lady fern Athyrium filix-femina 



Save your 
water! 

 One great way to reduce water waste whilst watering your 
plants could be to collect any half-drunk glasses of water in 
an office watering can 

 At the end of the day, the water collected can be used to 
water your garden patch! 



Rain water 
harvester 

 One great feature that can compliment a pavement planter or 
raised bed allotment is a rainwater harvester 

 This involves a 2500l container that is installed on the roof of 
a building that collects rainwater. This rainwater is then 
pumped down into the flowerbed below 

 The harvester acts as a sustainable urban drainage system, 
reducing the amount of rainwater runoff and subsequent 
flooding of the area- and it saves you watering the plants! 

 Two rainwater harvesters have already been set up in 
Bankside in Borough Market, and have been hugely 
successful 



Dawn chorus 
concert 

 One way to connect to your urban environment is to simply sit 
and enjoy the sounds of the morning, performed by the birds 
of Bankside.  

 Get your team together and sit outside on a quiet green patch 
for an early breakfast with the birds. 

 Putting food out for your performers can encourage their 
presence, and you could have a see any species you see and 
hear! 



Identifying 
birds 

 If you want to find out what birds are in your area, record your 
dawn chorus and then identify what’s there using a birdsong 
ID website 

  http://www.british-birdsongs.uk/ 

 Birds you are likely to hear include blue tits, great tits, house 
sparrows and starlings 
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Come to 
Bankside 
events 

 Better Bankside put on a number of 
events that are run by Bankside 
Urban Forest. Past events include 

 Making wildflower seed bombs 

 Bird and bat walks and talks 

 Guerilla gardening  

 Visit the Better Bankside website to 
find out more  

 http://www.betterbankside.co.uk/eve
nts 



Further 
information 
and links 

To keep up to date with Bankside Urban Forest events, visit our website 

http://www.betterbankside.co.uk/buf 

For more information about the ideas in this toolkit and other ways to 
green your office space, contact Valerie Beirne at 
vb@betterbankside.co.uk at Bankside Urban Forest.  

If you need advice on ecology in your area, contact Eight Associates at 
info@eightassociates.co.uk 

Doing anything in this toolkit? Tweet us at 
https://twitter.com/BanksideForest to let us know, we’d love to hear 
about it! 
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